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Todd Nelson
Sr. Pastor

PASTOR’S NOTE

Thanks for taking the time to read this edition of Celebrations. You’ll notice 
that a lot has happened over the past year, yes, it’s been a year since the 
last one. Many births, baptisms, new members and of course honoring 
those whose membership is now in the church triumphant. Conventional 
wisdom says that a church changes appreciably every three years. If you 
were to move and come back after three years, you would still know many 
folks but there would also be a large number you would not. While it has 
not been three years, the past eighteen months have surely changed us. 
Our great opportunity is getting to know one another again! We have 
gone from emotional challenges to logistical challenges and now we face 
the relational one. How do relationships build? Time - both quality and 
quantity. It will take a season of intentionality in worship, small groups 
and serving to knit us as a church back together. It’ll take all of us shaking 
off the rust of previous Sunday morning routines. Twenty-one days to 
make a new routine they say. That is five months of Sundays before we 
begin to see the change. I know that you are up for it. You always are 
ready for a challenge.
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OUR PASTORS

Sarah Flannery
Offerings 

Assistant Campus Pastor

Carol Cooper
Downtown Pastor

Taylor Zimmerman
Offerings Pastor

Chad Foster
Andover Pastor

Todd Nelson
Senior Pastor

Sarah Neubert
Andover 

Assistant Campus Pastor
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OUR TEAM
CASSIDY BAAS
Downtown Fellow

cassidy@lextogether.org

NATHAN BAAS
AV and Sound, Downtown
nathan@lextogether.org

RYAN BARR
Office Manager

ryan@lextogether.org

CAMERON BIBB
Media and Design

cameron@lextogether.org

JENNIFER GIBSON
Church Administrator

jennifer@lextogether.org

JEREMIAH GUTTIEREZ
Andover Intern

jeremiah@lextogether.org

CHUCK GUTENSON
Serenity Group Pastor

cgutenson@yahoo.com

JOEY HAMBRICK
Downtown Intern

joseph@lextogether.org

JANELL HAMILTON
Minister of Music, Andover

janell@lextogether.org

KRIS HOBSON
Administrative Assistant

kris@lextogether.org

KAYLA MATTOX
Offerings Intern

kayla@lextogether.org

GLENNA METCALFE
Associate Director of Music/

Organist, Downtown
glenna@lextogether.org

SARAH MICHEL
Downtown Intern

sarahm@lextogether.org

MICHAEL NEUBERT
Worship Coordinator, Andover

michael@lextogether.org

MIKE POWERS
Congregational Care Pastor,    

Downtown
mike@lextogether.org

BARRY PRINCE
Children's Ministry, Downtown

barry@lextogether.org

KIM SHAW
Facilities Manager

kim@lextogether.org

BROCK TERRY
Director of Music, Downtown

brock@lextogether.org

DONNA THOMPSON
Congregational Care Pastor,         

Andover
dthompson2476@gmail.com

5



Baptism. Coffee and donuts. Passing the peace. Community meals. Week by week, Offerings 
has begun to enjoy some of the personal, face-to-face joys of worship and fellowship that 
we missed over the past year+. We have realized that the elements of worship—greeting, 
Scripture, prayer, sermon, and more—can be communicated through screen, but the more 
relational, intangible thing that we call “church” is much harder to pull off from afar. We are 
in a time of transition, saying goodbye to some things that were both scary and good, and 
greeting a new season that is also scary and good.

In the spring, our community’s founding pastor, Teddy Ray, shared plans for a new calling to 
study law at Yale this fall. Our leadership team bonded over frequent, prayerful meetings where 
we prayed, discussed options for the future, and shouldered the responsibility of guiding this 
wonderful community we all love. We truly could not feel more relief or excitement about 
the direction and care that Taylor Zimmerman is offering as our new lead pastor. At the same 
time, this will be a year of grief and change at Offerings. In 2021 we blessed Jonathan Powers 
in his ordination in the Anglican tradition, commissioned and sent Brian Coplin to ordination 
and pastoring in Many, Louisiana, and now have sent the Ray family to work and ministry in 
New Haven.

It is at moments like these that we look to transitions that have taken place in the past and 
remember that every time a leader moves out, God brings new life and energy in. The church 
is no stranger to change, and God seems to show up in a special way once we realize we can’t 
run this show on our own. I think I speak for the whole community when I say we are wide 
open to the good work God is preparing to do in the life of Offerings and in the lives of all the 
incredible leaders who have emerged from Offerings.

As a part-time, assistant pastor, I rarely enjoy this platform to share words with the wider 
First Church community, but as a staff bridge between two pastors that I deeply love and 
appreciate I am grateful for this chance to share my sense of hope with you. As we worship 
alongside friends and family we have missed for so long, we are ready. Open. Looking forward 
to what God has in store next.

Sarah Flannery
Offerings Assistant Campus Pastor

Offerings
Community
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First United Methodist Church is “One Church” with “Multiple Expressions.” 

Our structure is unique in the multi-site model of church growth in that we have a 
shared administration, yet we have empowered each community to live out our vision as 

appropriate for its context.  Each community is empowered to develop plans for Worship, 
Grow, and Serve as appropriate for that community.        

These decisions are made by the community leadership teams, which have been blessed by 
Lay Leadership and the Administrative Council.  

Our Resource Leadership teams are whole-church teams made up of representatives from 
each of our current three communities. These teams are part of the shared administration of 

First Church and they look at how to advance our vision, mission, and values.  
 

The vision team is a non-authoritative team made up of representatives from each 
community leadership team and from the various resource teams. This team looks at the 

broader ministry of First Church and reports to the Administrative Council. 

OUR STRUCTURE
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This whiteboard grew out of a series of conversations around who we are, what we do, and 
why we do it. 

For some time we have leaned into our mission and have made the saying “we make 
disciples across the street and around the world” part of our common speech.  

But for many of us that left us lacking. Why do we make disciples? How do we make 
disciples?  What does a disciple look like?

This is our unashamedly complex representation of all of those answers.  But don’t panic and 
think that you have to understand it all just yet.  

At https://lextogether.org/leaders/ there is a video walking through this graphic.  And there 
is a podcast where we explore the various sections.

OUR WHITEBOARD
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Community
Downtown
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We shall be changed

What to say about this past year? The bad news first: we lost dear friends, acquaintances 
and people we never met. We’ve missed conversations, hugs and meals together. Our coun-
try has catapulted through cultural upheaval unseen in some of our lifetimes.
We’ve struggled personally and collectively. All of that loss has amassed in ways great and 
small.

But, we carried on, often in amazing ways. Babies were born, schools held graduations,
demands of work called many to duty, and zooming became a perfectly fine way to hold a 
meeting. 

At First UMC Downtown, we worshipped online, sang the hymns at home to each other and 
took Communion (which was a little weird, but was still communal) and texted our prayer 
requests. We listened to much beautiful music, especially at Christmas and Easter. 

Some things will never change. We have so much to be thankful for: our awesome church 
staff, our church friends, our health, effective vaccines. Chancel choir is 
rehearsing again, too! Thanks to all of you for continuing to love and support your church, 
each other and our brothers and sisters throughout Lexington, Kentucky, the U.S. and the 
world.

What will change in the upcoming days?

Our campus is looking better and better! The work on our grounds has continued through-
out the pandemic. The Fellowship Hall does not even look like the same place
(in a very good way). The Sanctuary and Gathering Hall have gotten some much-needed 
TLC. A new playground is imminent. Our online worship experience has grown, as well. Sun-
day School classes are meeting both virtually and in-person. Technology is finding its place 
at church! All of these improvements reflect your devotion to providing a beautiful, welcom-
ing place and way to worship. As we return to our new normal, I would love to hear from 
you. What changes at our church would you keep from the past year? What do you pray is 
gone for good?? What do you most look forward to when you return to in-person worship? 
What dreams for the church have you nurtured? God is speaking to you. Please share with 
your church family what God is saying. 

My email address is lafarrar58@gmail.com. 
I look forward to hearing from you and, 
hopefully, seeing you soon.

Lu-Ann Farrar
Downtown Lay Leader
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Andover Campus

It is so great to be back in God’s House at Andover. To see familiar faces and some new ones 
in our midst. Just sitting back and looking into our beautiful stained-glass window of the dove 
diving down to the earth, the empty cross, with a princely crown up in front, makes me know 
that even a pandemic can’t defeat God’s Kingdom and his promise to us all. 

Our staff has been so faithful during these last many months to reach out to our congregation and 
bring our services to us virtually. They have decided going forward that this will be a continued 
ministry. It can reach those who are unable to attend in person or are out of town.

Our Adult Sunday School Classes also have gone virtual and will continue to offer this ability 
even though we are back in person. 

The Children’s programs are starting to gear up again in the fall with hopes that more can be 
vaccinated. These are in the planning stages at this very moment. Sarah Neubert, our Assistant, 
is leading this with several members of the congregation. Although she began her ministry at 
Andover at the very beginning of Covid, she has reached our youth and congregation in such a 
warm and spiritual way. 

Chad Foster is continuing to bring the word in such a soulful 
way and continues to love us all. Our staff has been amazing. 
The Serve Team also continues to step up at the drop of a hat. 
It feels so special to be a part of such a group of believers.

As I sit and look at the beautiful centerpiece of our sanctuary, the 
stained-glass window, I am reminded of the stars that represent 
our members. Also, and more importantly, the one star outside 
the red box represents those that are on the outside looking in 
and that it is our mission to welcome them in to be a part of our 
Christian Family and experience our Risen Savor 
CHRIST JESUS.

John Elliott
Andover Lay Leader

ANDOVER
Community
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It is hard to believe a year has passed since I was last contemplating what to share with our 
Church family in Celebrations. In a time of great hardship for many, it was difficult to find 
a silver lining. Since the pandemic began in March 2020, we have endured a time like no 
other filled with heartache, a longing to be able to gather together again for worship and 
fellowship, and many other ups and downs. Yet, through it all, things that continue to come 
to mind are adaptation and faithfulness. From starting and stopping in-person worship to 
virtual VBS to many moving into online giving I continue to be left in awe of God’s mercy 
and grace. 

Despite the turmoil we have experienced during the pandemic, I can report that from a 
financial perspective the Church has weathered the storm even better than I could have 
imagined thanks to your faithfulness and generosity. We ended 2020 with much to celebrate 
from a financial standpoint. Every Community was able to finish the year at budget, or with 
a surplus to carry into 2021! What a blessing it has been to see the many ways our Church 
family has given financially, spiritually, and physically to support our communities.

In addition to your faithful giving and service, we were fortunate to receive a Payroll 
Protection Program (PPP) Loan in April 2020, which was part of the CARES Act. This loan 
provided a small, short term measure of financial stability and allowed us to continue to 
pay our hourly employees who were unable to work due to the closure. I have great news 
to report regarding this PPP loan: in March of this year, we received 100% forgiveness from 
the Small Business Administration! During these turbulent times, we have been able to 
maintain operations and a combination of virtual and in-person programming, continued 
to pay our apportionments, and maintained our commitment to our mission partners in 
Lexington and around the world at a time when the Church’s presence is needed more than 
ever.

So, while we begin to return to some sense of normalcy, I can assure you we will continue to
be vigilant, looking for ways to be good stewards of your tithes and offerings, recognizing 
that the future is still uncertain. As always, you can give in many ways at First Church:
mailing a gift to the church office (200 W High St, Lexington, KY 40507), giving online         
(https://1stumc.churchcenter.com/giving) or transferring stock to First Church. If you have 
any questions regarding giving, please do not hesitate to contact me, jennifer@
lextogether.org, or Ryan Barr, ryan@lextogether.org.

Jennifer Gibson,
Church Administrator

FINANCIAL UPDATE
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FINANCIAL MODEL
Every time you give to the budget, you are supporting five different areas:

Community
50% of all that you give stays in your local worshiping community                                        

(Andover, Downtown, or Offerings) to be used for ministry in that setting.

Whole-Church Administration
25% goes toward church wide needs. This includes our Church Administrator, Office Manager/
Treasurer, and Administrative Assistant. This also includes our insurance, all of our printing and 
copying expenses, office supplies, the costs associated with Rokeby Hall, maintenance on our 

vans, and much more.

Missions
10% goes immediately to our missions fund. The list of missions this fund supports is long and 

growing.

 
Apportionments

11% goes to the Kentucky United Methodist Church to support our inter-connectional ministries. 
Some of the special ways these funds are used include support of ministries like Aldersgate 
Camp, Wesley Foundations on college campuses, and new church starts, along with a global 

evangelism effort and outreaches like Imagine No Malaria.

 
Community and Leadership Development

4% goes towards funding new communities of First UMC and towards investing in both lay and 
clergy leadership through the Discipleship Intensive and First Church Fellows. 

In contrast to budget giving, 100% of every dollar you give in a special offering to a capital 
campaign goes to that specific purpose.
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (FUMC) ENDOWMENT FOUNDATION, INC.
Gifts that keep on giving year after year! The purpose of the Endowment Foundation is to 
enhance the mission and outreach of our Church beyond the annual operating budget and to 
oversee permanent funding coming from the lifetime gifts and bequests of our members.

FUMC Endowment Foundation 2020 support of church ministry!
In 2020 the Foundation was able to approve and distribute funds to the church in the amount 
of $112,229 for programs, activities and projects. Each fund has its own distinct policy for 
determining the distribution amount as a percentage of the fund’s value. Since its inception, 
the Foundation has distributed $1,085,192 back to the church. After an initial investment of 
$356,000 in 2001, the generosity of our members and solid management by our investment 
committee, the Foundation portfolio has grown to $1,540,950 by the end of 2020. 

See the distributions from each of the 13 funds and the Foundation’s investment positions in the 
2020 Annual Report posted online. 

What do FUMC Endowment Foundation Funds Support? 
The Foundation invests the principal of gifts received as a permanent source of funds
for programs, missions, scholarships, infrastructure, clergy housing, and other special needs at 
First Church. The funds are available annually from the income generated from the investments. 
The Church receives distributions from the 13 funds listed below.

   -Church Needs Fund – Critical church needs as a true emergency fund.
   -Albin C. Whitworth Music Fund – Music ministry.
   -Judy Strickler Hoffman Memorial Fund – Andover youth music and missions.
   -Church History Fund – Preservation and promotion of our Church history.
   -Administrative Fund – Foundation expenses.
   -Mission Fund – New or the expansion of existing outreach ministries.
   -Nancy Roszell Stephen Ministries Fund – Stephen Ministries program.
   -New Communities Fund – Training for and establishment of new worship communities.
   -Scholarship/Fellows Fund – Tuition support to seminarian students.
   -Infrastructure Support Fund – Critical church infrastructure in amounts of $5,000-$30,000.
   -Bachmeyer-Stilz/Smith Parsonage Fund – Housing for clergy appointed to the church.
   -All Equities Church Fund – Non-operational church purposes.
   -Unallocated Asset Fund – Undesignated gifts to support other specific funds 
               to be determined.

Representatives of the FUMC Endowment Foundation and church office staff will be pleased 
to work with you to explain the opportunities and benefits of gifts to the FUMC 
Endowment Foundation. For more information or to make a donation, contact 
Jennifer Gibson at (859) 233-0545 x223 or jennifer@lextogether.org

Mary Ellen Harden,
Development Chair, Endowment Foundation Board of Stewards

ENDOWMENT FOUNDATION
16 CELEBRATIONS



KEA CAROLYN ADLER
daughter of Jordan and Michelle, was baptized on February 14, 2021 in 

the Downtown community.

ALICE ELIZABETH LOUISE COPPLE
daughter of Ryan and Anne, was baptized on June 13, 2021 in the 

Offerings community.

CHARLES RUSSELL FEATHERSTON
son of Hays and Sarah, was baptized on July 18, 2021 in the Downtown 

community. 

HENRY WILES FOZZARD
son of Drew and Sarah, was baptized on October 11, 2020 in the 

Downtown community.

PHILIP FORTNEY HARDEN
son of Jay and Mary Ellen, was baptized on April 11, 2021 in the 

Downtown community.

KYLIE ALEXIS HOWELL
daughter of Anthony and Heather, was baptized on April 18, 2021 in the 

Downtown community.
 

MICAH THOMAS JOHNS
son of Marshall and Ashley, was baptized on April 4, 2021 in the 

Offerings community.

GARRETT LEE LONDON
son of Paul and Katie, was baptized on May 23, 2021 in the Downtown 

community.

MADISON HUNT MARTIN AND MCLEAN ELIZABETH MARTIN 
daughters of Elijah and Ashley, were baptized on July 11, 2021 in the 

Downtown community.

JAMES DOUGLASS QUERY
son of Kaelyn Query, was baptized on November 29, 2020 in the 

Downtown community.

BOOKER SAMUEL STOVER
son of Chelsie and Jack Kreitzman, was baptized on May 30, 2021 in 

the Offerings community.

FAMILY NEWS 
BAPTISMS 
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BIRTHS 
KEA CAROLYN ADLER

daughter of Jordan and Michelle, was born on October 29, 2020.  
She, her parents, and big brother Jasper are part of the Downtown 

community.

HENRY JUDE CALDWELL
son of Josh and Jacey, was born on June 14, 2019. He, his parents, and 
siblings Jenson, Ezra, and Rush are part of the Offerings community.

JOHN CLAYTON ELLIOTT II
son of Clay and Elizabeth, was born on May 10, 2021. He and his parents 

are part of the Andover community.

CHARLES RUSSELL FEATHERSTON
son of Hays and Sarah, was born on July 24, 2020. He, his parents, and 

big brother Bobby are part of the Downtown community.

MICAH THOMAS JOHNS
son of Marshall and Ashley, was born on August 8, 2020. He and his 

family are part of the Offerings community.

GARRETT LEE LONDON
son of Paul and Katie, was born on August 18, 2020. He, his parents and 

big brother Henry are part of the Downtown community.

JAMES DOUGLASS QUERY
son of Kaelyn, was born on August 8, 2020. They are part of the 

Downtown community.

FELICITY SLOANE TENNEY
daughter of Jacob and Heather, was born on February 7, 2021. She, her 
parents and big sisters Genevieve and Ophelia are part of the Offerings 

community.

BENJAMIN PEYTON SYKES WHITE
son of Mark and Katherine, was born on July 3, 2020. He and his 

parents are part of the Downtown community.

ELAINA PAIGE ARIA WILLIAMS
daughter of Robert and Rachel, was born on March 3, 2021. She and 

her family are part of the Offerings community.

BENJAMIN PEYTON SYKES WHITE
son of Mark and Katherine, was baptized on May 2, 2021 in the 

Downtown community.

RIVER JOSEPHINE WILSON
daughter of Stephanie McKinney and John Wilson, was baptized on 

May 23, 2021 in the Downtown community.
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LEE ANDERSON
Downtown community, February 26, 2021

LORETTA CLARK
Downtown community, September 3, 2020

JOHN DAVIS
Andover community, June 5, 2021

MARJORIE DENNY
Andover community, November 8, 2020

NADEAN DENT
Downtown community, June 26, 2021

MARGIE EASLEY
Downtown community, November 6, 2020

BETTY ELKIN
Downtown community, May 9, 2021

DANNY FAULCONER
Downtown community, January 22, 2021

JODY FYFFE
Downtown community, November 19, 2020

WILBER FRYE
Downtown community, September 27, 2020

BETTY HAGAN
Downtown community, November 24, 2020

PAULINE HANDY
Downtown community, October 23, 2020

RON HOLLEY
Downtown community, August 11, 2020

HAROLD HUNTER
Andover community, March 11, 2021

GARY KOCH
Downtown community, May 19, 2021

FOSTER OCKERMAN SR.
Downtown community, April 21, 2021

ED SIMS
Andover community, April 1, 2021

GINNY THOMPSON
Downtown community, November 30, 2020

JOYCE WILMOTH
Downtown community, January 29, 2021

LOVINGLY REMEMBERED 
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NEW MEMBERS

Annelise
Brown

Trey
Darnell

Joey
Hambrick

Clara
Brumfield

Jacob
Dudek

Whitley
Harris

David and Penny
Crain

William
Cooper

Kalin
Folden

Luke
Holt

Davis
House

DowntownDowntown Downtown

Downtown

Downtown

Downtown

Downtown Downtown DowntownAndover

Andover
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Kylie
Howell

Jon Jay
Moore

Michael and Sarah
Neubert

Charlie
Koenig

Harper
Moynahan

Trenton and Kamri 
Noel

Benjamin
McKinney

Sam
Koenig

Christy
Smith

Mark and Katherine
White

Downtown

Downtown DowntownDowntown

DowntownDowntown Downtown Downtown

Andover Andover
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This issue celebrates Teddy Ray and his ministry at First Church. Over the course of 
the past seventeen years Teddy has served First Church as Youth Pastor, Executive 
Pastor, Offerings Pastor, as well as heading up New Congregation and Leadership 
areas. First Church is what it is today, in large respect, due to Teddy’s leadership. 
Except for one year in Spain and a brief stint as youth pastor at Trinity Hills UMC, 
Teddy has known no other congregation than this one. Born, baptized, and raised in 
this congregation, Teddy is truly a favored son of First Church.

Teddy led the group who started the Offerings community in Fellowship Hall in 2007. 
He was instrumental in developing this community into a vibrant group of disciples, 
a close-knit church family, and a learning community unlike others in Methodism.  
One of Teddy’s passions and gifts is for leadership development. First Church is filled 
with clergy, staff, and lay leaders who were mentored under Teddy’s leadership at 
Offerings. His leadership legacy will be felt for generations.

I am excited for what the future holds for the Rays as they begin this adventure. 
As with any family member, we won’t be saying good-bye but rather God’s speed. 
As the Ray family heads to Connecticut for Teddy to attend Yale Law School, let’s 
remember to keep Teddy, Emily, Ella, Hunter, Abby, and Hannah in our prayers.

Thank you, Teddy, for the faithfulness of your presence among us. We are grateful for 
the innovative ways you have led us. And we are forever changed as a result of God’s 
work in and through you.

With much love on behalf of a grateful people,

Todd

WITNESS
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Dear First Church,

I have wanted to avoid cliché as I write this note, but I also haven’t been able to 
escape saying, “Words are not enough.” I’ve started several versions, but none have 
adequately described my gratitude to you or the influence of this church in my life.

If you’ve been around for a while, you’ve surely heard me quote our baptismal vows. 
Whenever I have opportunity to share my testimony, it begins with those vows and 
how my parents and my church upheld them. Nearly forty years ago, the people 
who made up First UMC pledged to surround me with a community of love and 
forgiveness, that I would grow in my trust of God and be found faithful in my service 
to others. They pledged to pray for me, that I would be a true disciple who walks in 
the way that leads to life. Though most of you weren’t here to take those vows on 
that day, the people of First UMC have upheld them ever since.

Along with my family, this church family has been my place of deepest community. 
I’ve had the unusual privilege of being a member here who was also allowed to be a 
pastor, but I’ve always considered myself a member first. And as difficult as leaving 
pastoral ministry has been, leaving First Church as a member has been harder. You 
have cared for me and my family so well. I was always afraid that my kids might grow 
up to tell stories about how hard it was to be a “pastor’s kid.” Instead, they’ve grieved 
leaving our church—and even leaving the role of “pastor’s kids”—as much as I have. 
Thank you for truly surrounding us with a community of love and forgiveness.

This has been the place that has taught me how to serve others and the place of my 
richest growth in discipleship. It was in the youth group here—going to the United 
Methodist Children’s Homes and the Florence Crittenton Home—that I learned the 
importance and joy of serving others. It was also in the youth group here that I was 
encouraged to lead in ministry and had some of my most profound encounters with 
God. Those experiences have continued in my time on staff here. Alongside you, 
through ministries like Room in the Inn, I’ve continued learning the importance and 
joy of serving others. With the encouragement of many of you, and especially Al 
Gwinn, Paul Brunstetter, Mike Powers, and Todd Nelson, I’ve continued to have new 
opportunities to lead—from the start of Offerings as a new worship service, to our 
move to a new campus, to the development of our fellows and interns programs. 
Those opportunities were more than I could have imagined when I first came here as 
youth minister 17 years ago. Thank you for giving me your trust, your encouragement, 
and your prayers along the way.

Words truly are not enough. Thank you.

Teddy
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