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PASTOR’S NOTE
Thanks for taking the time to read this edition of Celebrations.
If you are new to First Church, let me say welcome and thanks. Welcome
to the church family that spans three distinct communities committed
to making disciples of Jesus Christ. Thank you for your willingness
to contribute your gifts and talents to that mission, for we truly are
better together. Inside this issue, you will find pages detailing how we
are structured along with how the budget works. There are also many
articles sharing the stories and highlighting what God is doing in our
midst. Hence, the name Celebrations!
If you have been around for a while, let me say welcome and thanks.
Welcome to a reminder of God’s faithfulness contained in the stories
across our communities. None of this would be possible without you.
Thank you for continuing to share your prayers, presence, gifts, service,
and witness to the glory of God for the in-breaking of His kingdom.
All my best,

Todd Nelson
Sr. Pastor
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OUR PASTORAL LEAD TEAM

Carol Cooper
Downtown Pastor

Jennifer Gibson
Church Administrator

Chad Foster
Andover Pastor

Todd Nelson
Senior Pastor

Taylor Zimmerman
Offerings Pastor

OUR TEAM
RYAN BARR

KAYLA MATTOX

Office Manager, Treasurer
ryan@lextogether.org

Offerings Fellow
kayla@lextogether.org

CAMERON BIBB

GLENNA METCALFE

Media and Design
cameron@lextogether.org

Associate Director of Music/
Organist, Downtown
glenna@lextogether.org

TYLER FRYE
Youth Pastor, Downtown
tyler@lextogether.org

JEREMIAH GUTIERREZ
Andover Fellow
jeremiah@lextogether.org

CARA HALL

SARAH NEUBERT
Assistant Pastor, Andover
sarahn@lextogether.org

BARRY PRINCE
Children's Ministry, Downtown
barry@lextogether.org

KIM SHAW

Nursery and Childcare Coordinator,
Offerings
cara@lextogether.org

Facilities Manager
kim@lextogether.org

JANELL HAMILTON

BROCK TERRY

Minister of Music, Andover
janell@lextogether.org

Director of Music, Downtown
brock@lextogether.org

KRIS HOBSON

DONNA THOMPSON

Administrative Assistant
kris@lextogether.org

Congregational Care Pastor,
Andover
dthompson2476@gmail.com

JORDAN HUNTER
Offerings Intern
jordan@lextogether.org
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DARREN WALLACE
Family Ministries Lead, Andover
darren@lextogether.org

This past year has brought many changes to our staff, and we would be remiss without
saying Thank you! We celebrate that Holly Amoah-Mensah, Cassidy Baas, Nathan Baas,
Sarah Flannery, Chuck Gutenson, Joey Hambrick, Sarah Michel, Michael Neubert and Mike
Powers have shaped our worshiping, growing, and serving in so many great ways, and we
pray God will continue to bless them in their future service to God and others in their new
steps. We also celebrate those making their first appearance on this list and their care within
and beyond our worshiping communities.
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The only certain things in life are death and taxes? Well, change seems pretty certain, too. Bob
Dylan first sang "The Times They Are a-Changin'" in 1964, and it still resonates today. A song born
amid a massive shift in the cultural landscape and on the heels of unrest is still pertinent today.
People who study these things have been observing a changing landscape for religious
participation. Previously, the assumption was that people were Christians and involved in a
church. Even if you didn’t have a firm faith conviction, there was intense pressure, from peers
and in social structuring, to claim Christianity and be somewhat involved in a church. The current
move has been described as to post-Christendom, where there is no longer social pressure to be
involved in church and in many places pressure NOT to be involved. Add in the effects of a global
pandemic and the result is people opt out of participation in the life of the church.
The Andover Leadership Team has talked about how this is a good thing for the church. The church
was always meant to be countercultural, and a movement of folks captivated and compelled by
the grace of God. The pews should never have been filled based on guilt or shame.
This changing landscape, combined with a growing group of folks that cannot get out to
participate in the life of the church for various reasons, has ushered in a new season of ministry
at Andover. We are recognizing several things that will impact our fall semester and ministry
going forward:
•
There is simultaneously a deep commitment amongst the folks who are still
		
engaged and more external pressure than ever to not be involved.
•
That we need to carefully consider our particular giftings and build upon them.
•
That the growth of the church will be, much like the early church, through deep
		
disciples sharing with others the joy in their lives and inviting them to meet the
		
source of that joy
•
That programming in the church will need to draw upon the riches of our past and
		
adapt to new realities.
•
That we will have to make the most of each moment together and resource one
		
another for a life of faith in the moments we are not together.
We are excited about this changing season of ministry and all that God will do in our midst,
through the people of Andover, in First Church as a whole, and in the universal church. Our God
has done and is doing new things. We anticipate the spirit of Christ blowing through Lexington
these days.
Chad Foster
Andover Community Pastor

Andover

Community
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OUR STRUCTURE
First United Methodist Church is “One Church” with “Multiple Expressions.”
Our structure is unique in the multi-site model of church growth in that we have a
shared administration, yet we have empowered each community to live out our vision as
appropriate for its context. Each community is empowered to develop plans for Worship,
Grow, and Serve as appropriate for that community.
These decisions are made by the community leadership teams, which have been blessed by
Lay Leadership and the Administrative Council.
Our Resource Leadership teams are whole-church teams made up of representatives from
each of our current three communities. These teams are part of the shared administration of
First Church and they look at how to advance our vision, mission, and values.
The vision team is a non-authoritative team made up of representatives from each
community leadership team and from the various resource teams. This team looks at the
broader ministry of First Church and reports to the Administrative Council.

OUR WHITEBOARD
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This whiteboard grew out of a series of conversations around who we are, what we do, and
why we do it.
For some time we have leaned into our mission and have made the saying “we make
disciples across the street and around the world” part of our common speech.
But for many of us that left us lacking. Why do we make disciples? How do we make
disciples? What does a disciple look like?
This is our unashamedly complex representation of all of those answers. But don’t panic and
think that you have to understand it all just yet.
At https://lextogether.org/leaders/ there is a video walking through this graphic. And there
is a podcast where we explore the various sections.
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Downtown
Community
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What a busy spring we’ve had! Our weeks of sharing Faith, Hope and Love have been some
really great moments in the life of our church. During that time, we celebrated our fantastic,
new playground with a pizza party; we shared muffins and muffin mix from Weisenberger
Mill; we enjoyed the knock-out and packed-house performance of Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat; we loved and blessed our graduates; we’ve celebrated baptisms,
new members and most awesome of all, Easter.
We are still celebrating worshiping in person regularly, too! We are seeing a large number of
visitors. Thank you for helping make sure everyone - visitors and regulars - receive a warm
Downtown welcome! It is so good to be together as the body of Christ! And, of course, we
celebrate the connections we continue to have with members who worship from home or
while on vacation through our livestream.
Next time you’re driving down High Street by the church, please take a look at the beautiful
banners and sign between the columns and in the front yard. We are sending a message to
the whole city: We share Faith, Hope and Love. And keep an eye on that space: more beautiful and inviting things to come.
Summer is definitely here so enjoy these relaxed and happy days! Thanking God for each of
you and this season at our church home.
LuAnn Farrar
Downtown Lay Leader
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FINANCIAL UPDATE
The faithful generosity of the congregations that make up First United Methodist Church
of Lexington, KY, Inc. continues to be exceptionally consistent. Over the last five years,
including the last 2 years with the COVID implications and restrictions that we know all too
well, we have been able to meet our budgets. We have faithfully participated in the life and
ministries of our local congregations through our gifts as we promised when we became
professing members of this United Methodist congregation.
So far in 2022, our three communities remain remarkably consistent with the giving pattern
for the last 5 years. What this means is that as of May 2022, the budget is neither ahead nor
behind based on the five-year average. We do not receive 8.3% (100% of budget divided by
12 months) of the budget each month, so this year, like the prior years, a disproportionately
larger amount of giving will be needed from Thanksgiving to the end of the year. This
pattern in past years has allowed us to meet our budget.
Please remember our uneven monthly giving patterns, and know that stewardship and
giving is a tangible acknowledgment in our trust in God. In addition to keeping the lights
on and our zoom and video links running, the budget funds the mission and ministries of
First United Methodist Church of Lexington, KY.
There are many ways you can give at First Church: mailing a gift to the church office (200
W High St, Lexington, KY 40507), giving online (https://1stumc.churchcenter.com/giving)
or transferring stock to First Church. If you have any questions regarding giving, please
do not hesitate to contact Jennifer Gibson, jennifer@lextogether.org, or Ryan Barr, ryan@
lextogether.org.
Bill Mattingly
Finance Chair
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FINANCIAL MODEL
Every time you give to the budget, you are supporting five different areas:

Community
50% of all that you give stays in your local worshiping community
(Andover, Downtown, or Offerings) to be used for ministry in that setting.

Whole-Church Administration
25% goes toward church wide needs. This includes our Church Administrator, Office Manager/
Treasurer, and Administrative Assistant. This also includes our insurance, all of our printing and
copying expenses, office supplies, the costs associated with Rokeby Hall, maintenance on our
vans, and much more.

Missions
10% goes immediately to our missions fund. The list of missions this fund supports is long and
growing.

Apportionments
11% goes to the Kentucky United Methodist Church to support our inter-connectional ministries.
Some of the special ways these funds are used include support of ministries like Aldersgate
Camp, Wesley Foundations on college campuses, and new church starts, along with a global
evangelism effort and outreaches like Imagine No Malaria.

Community and Leadership Development
4% goes towards funding new communities of First UMC and towards investing in both lay and
clergy leadership through the Discipleship Intensive and First Church Fellows.
In contrast to budget giving, 100% of every dollar you give in a special offering to a capital
campaign goes to that specific purpose.
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Offerings
Community

This July marks one complete year for me as the Offerings community pastor, and it has
been an absolute privilege to return to such a special community and walk alongside them
in the midst of so much change. Transition has been our buzzword lately, but we might more
accurately call it grief. We have indeed experienced a lot of grief as a community and yet, it is
a blessing to see the Holy Spirit preserve us, sustain us, and lead us in these times. We hosted
several adult discipleship studies last fall and spring, had new folks join our worshipping
community, celebrated a baptism, and gathered together numerous times to worship and
fellowship this last year despite some of the limitations of the pandemic.
As Offerings looks ahead, I know there is weariness from all the change and a question of the
future. I have been reflecting on Christ’s words to his disciples in Matthew 6 where he asks
them to consider the birds of the air and the lilies of the field who “neither sow nor reap” and
“neither toil nor spin” and, yet, God our Father feeds them and clothes them. If God cares for
the grass of the field, which is here today and gone tomorrow, how much more does he care
for us! This frees us to trust God and worry not about tomorrow but take responsibility for
today.
Offerings does have exciting things to concern ourselves with today—new ministry
opportunities in downtown Lexington, potential collaboration with our Downtown siblings,
new adult discipleship studies, and worshipping our Lord in a new worship space. Hope and
faith are virtues, practices in the midst of trials and temptations that lead us closer to God,
and I celebrate the commitment of the Offerings community to hoping in the future which
God has laid out for us and putting our full faith in Jesus Christ.
Taylor Zimmerman
Offerings Community Pastor
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MI SSI ON S U P DAT E
First Church attempts to model all of its stewardship on the principles of simplicity
and generosity. As we work to make disciples, our missions partnerships connect us
to people we would not be able to serve alone. We maintain ongoing relationships
with our partners and, in as many instances as possible, include opportunities for
our members to be directly involved. Our whole-church Missions funds support High
Street Neighborhood Center, Room in the Inn, The Kentucky United Methodist Home,
Wesley Village, and other disaster relief such as Western Kentucky and Ukraine. In
addition, each community has partnerships with other groups, in Lexington and
beyond.

Andover

The Serve Team at Andover continues to help our neighbors. In the last year,
contributions were made, and members volunteered with the following organizations:
• Aldersgate Camp and Retreat Center for its Creation Sensation Classroom 		
(an outdoor classroom)
• Ampersand Sexual Violence Resources Center of the Bluegrass
• Arbor Youth Group for help with food, hygiene items, and clothing.
• Common Good program at Embrace United Methodist Church, including 		
donations for its Christmas program and serving meals at the afterschool 		
and summer programs.
• Food was collected and delivered monthly to Embrace UMC for distribution
after their Monday community dinners and services.
• The backpack program at Garrett Morgan Elementary School. This past year,
38 bags of food per week were provided, totaling about 1,400 bags in the 		
last year.
• The Kentucky United Methodist Homes for Children and Youth for assistance
with off-campus recreation for its residents.
• Rise Above which helps women in the Lexington area transition from 			
recovery back into society; funds were used for its Assist Club which helps 		
with clothing, car repairs, transitional housing, prepaid cell phones, utility 		
deposits, etc.
• Finally, the tutoring program at Woodhill received funding for WIFI and 		
tutoring supplies.
The Serve Team at Andover looks forward to continuing to help our neighbors! If you
are looking for a way to serve, would like more information on any of our mission
partners, or would be interested in requesting support, please contact Jan Colbert.
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The Offerings Community has been supporting the work at The Good Shepherd Orphanage
in Haiti for several years. The orphanage is home to about 25 boys and also serves the
neighborhood in various ways. Due to political upheaval and natural disasters over the past few
years, living conditions in Haiti have been difficult. Local gangs control the main road to Portau-Prince, which has made it all but impossible for the staff at the orphanage to get to the main
market to buy food and supplies. This past year, Offerings was able to provide the money for
the orphanage to put in a water irrigation system to expand their gardening capabilities. They
finished the first phase, which includes installing a reservoir system for collecting rainwater to
be used around the gardens and are preparing to expand it further. With this irrigation system,
they have been able to grow corn, beans, squash, and plantains. In addition to feeding about
140 neighborhood children daily, neighborhood adults have been asking for food due to the
unrest. The food that is now being grown on-site is used to provide for those needs in addition
to other food.

Downtown

The Downtown Serve Team has been thoughtfully
distributing financial support to a wide variety of
deserving groups, but also organizing opportunities
to faithfully serve. Mission partners in the past year
include:
• Books Behind Bars
• Christian Appalachian Project
• EKU Wesley Foundation
• FUMC Covenant Group for the presentation 		
of Whit Whitaker’s “Freedom Journey”
• Lexington Habitat for Humanity
• Lexington Rescue Mission
• Lighthouse Ministries
• Mission Health Lexington
• Bret and Meredith Nathaniel’s work with The 		
Lenses Institute and Athletes in Action
• Redemption House
• Revive Ministries, Inc.
• Nabil Samara
• Seasons of Life Backpack program
• Surgery on Sunday
• UMCOR Ukraine Relief
• Unity of Angels
• Western Kentucky Relief
If you are looking for a way to serve, would like more
information on any of our mission partners, or would
be interested in requesting support, please email Toni
Greider at serve@lextogether.org.
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ENDOWMENT FOUNDATION
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (FUMC) ENDOWMENT FOUNDATION, INC.
Gifts that keep on giving year after year! The purpose of the Endowment Foundation is to
enhance the mission and outreach of our Church beyond the annual operating budget and to
oversee permanent funding coming from the lifetime gifts and bequests of our members.
FUMC Endowment Foundation 2021 support of church ministry!
In 2021 the Foundation was able to approve and distribute funds to the church in the amount
of $104,308 for programs, activities and projects. Each fund has its own distinct policy for
determining the distribution amount as a percentage of the fund’s value. Since its inception,
the Foundation has distributed $1,189,500 back to the church. After an initial investment of
$356,000 in 2001, the generosity of our members and solid management by our investment
committee, the Foundation portfolio has grown to $1,884,866 by the end of 2021.
See the distributions from each of the 13 funds and the Foundation’s investment positions in the
2021 Annual Report posted online.
What do FUMC Endowment Foundation Funds Support?
The Foundation invests the principal of gifts received as a permanent source of funds for
programs, missions, scholarships, infrastructure, clergy housing, and other special needs at First
Church. The funds are available annually from the income generated from the investments. The
Church receives distributions from the 13 funds listed below.
-

Church Needs Fund – Critical church needs as a true emergency fund.
Albin C. Whitworth Music Fund – Music ministry.
Judy Strickler Hoffman Memorial Fund – Andover youth music and missions.
Church History Fund – Preservation and promotion of our Church history.
Administrative Fund – Foundation expenses.
Mission Fund – New or the expansion of existing outreach ministries.
Nancy Roszell Stephen Ministries Fund – Stephen Ministries program.
New Communities Fund – Training for and establishment of new worship communities.
Scholarship/Fellows Fund – Tuition support to seminarian students.
Infrastructure Support Fund – Critical church infrastructure in amounts of
$5,000-$30,000.
- Bachmeyer-Stilz/Smith Parsonage Fund – Housing for clergy appointed to the church.
- All Equities Church Fund – Non-operational church purposes.
- Unallocated Asset Fund – Undesignated gifts to support other specific funds to be 		
determined.
Representatives of the FUMC Endowment Foundation and church office staff will be pleased
to work with you to explain the opportunities and benefits of gifts to the FUMC Endowment
Foundation. The Board of Stewards includes Greg House, Hollie Phillips, Tracy Spencer, Greg
Monohan, Mary Ellen Harden, Jennifer Harris, Scott Davidson, Matt Wood, Heidi Hays, Susan
Kearns, Ross Stinetorf, Kevin Osborne, and Howard Shellhaas.
For more information or to make a donation, you may contact any member of the Board of
Stewards listed above or Jennifer Gibson in the Church office.

FAMILY NEWS
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ADOPTIONS
We celebrate the recent adoption of Emmett and Booker Kreitzman.
They and their parents, Chelsie and Jack, are part of the Offerings
community.

BAPTISMS
OSCAR LAWRENCE DUFF

son of Stephen and Megan, was baptized on March 13, 2022, in the
Offerings community.

JOHN CLAYTON ELLIOTT II

son of Clay and Elizabeth, was baptized on March 27, 2022, in the
Andover community.

ROBERT MCINTYRE FORRESTER

son of Robert and Stacy, was baptized on June 5, 2022, in the
Downtown community.

JAMES WESLEY FORRESTER

son of Robert and Stacy, was baptized on June 5, 2022, in the
Downtown community.

REX DAVIS HASSMAN

son of Jon and Brandy, was baptized on April 17, 2022, in the
Andover Community.

SAMUEL ROBERT HASSMAN

son of Jon and Brandy, was baptized on April 17, 2022, in the
Andover Community.

CHARLES EDWARD LUPLOW

son of Martin and Alexandra, was baptized on May 8, 2022 in the
Downtown community.

ANNIE KATHERINE SCHUMACHER

daughter of Carter and Katherine, was baptized on May 22, 2022 in the
Downtown community.
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BIRTHS
IVY MAY BAAS

daughter of Nathan and Cassidy, was born on March 12, 2022. She and
her parents are part of the Downtown community.

OSCAR LAWRENCE DUFF

son of Stephen and Megan, was born on July 10, 2021. He, his parents,
and big brother, Edison, are part of the Offerings community.

ROBERT MCINTYRE FORRESTER

son of Robert and Stacy, was born on August 12, 2021. He, his parents,
and big sister, Callihan, are part of the Downtown community.

JAMES WESLEY FORRESTER

son of Robert and Stacy, was born on August 12, 2021. He, his parents,
and big sister, Callihan, are part of the Downtown community.

CHARLES EDWARD LUPLOW

son of Martin and Alexandra, was born on August 11, 2021. He, his
parents, and big brother, Martin, are part of the Downtown community.

DELANEY AVA NEUBERT

daughter of Michael and Sarah, was born on April 30, 2022. She and
her parents are part of the Andover community.

CHRISTOPHER LOGOS PETERSON

son of Adam and Claire, was born on April 18, 2022. He, his parents, and
big brother, James, are part of the Offerings community.

ANNIE KATHERINE SCHUMACHER

daughter of Carter and Katherine, was born on September 22, 2021.
She, her parents, and big sisters, Sadie and Caroline, are part of the
Downtown community.
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LOVINGLY REMEMBERED
RICK BAILEY

Downtown community, September 23, 2021

BILL DAMPIER

Downtown community, November 11, 2021

BILL ELDERKIN

Andover community, December 11, 2021

MARY FEAGANS

Downtown community, October 2, 2021

SHARON FERGUSON

Andover community, April 2, 2022

DORIS FORD

Downtown community, November 25, 2021

MIKE HURTER

Downtown community, February 3, 2022

NANCY KECKELEY

Downtown community, September 8, 2021

HELEN KEMP

Downtown community, April 24, 2022

DORIS NEMORE

Downtown community, December 19, 2021

NANCY SHELLHAAS

Downtown community, August 22, 2021
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NEW MEMBERS

Ryan
Barr
Downtown

Shelby
Blair
Andover

Hudson
Brown
Andover

Paige
Crouch
Andover

Jon and Brandy
Hassman
Andover

Tim
Jedra
Downtown

Ella
Kite
Andover

Glenna
Metcalfe
Downtown

Wesley
Timm
Andover

Taylor
Zimmerman
Offerings
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A
SPECIAL NOTE
FROM TODD

The path to becoming an Elder in the United Methodist Church is straightforward as it is
long. Have an undergraduate degree? Check. Be approved by the local church’s Staff Parish
Relations Committee? Check. Have a Masters of Divinity? Check. Be approved by the local
District Committee on Ministry? Check. Apply and be approved for Commissioning as a
Provisional Elder by the Board of Ordained Ministry? Check. Spend three years in residency
as a Provisional Elder? Check. Apply and be approved to be an Elder in Full Connection by
the Board of Ordained Ministry? Check.
All together it takes approximately six to ten years to complete all the requirements and
obtain all the approvals. This is why it is such a major accomplishment that our own Carol
Cooper has applied, been approved for and commissioned as an Elder in the Kentucky
Annual Conference in Owensboro during this past Annual Conference session. Her
accomplishment speaks volumes about her commitment to pastoral ministry. It also speaks
volumes of your commitment to Carol. Congratulations to Carol and congratulations to
you, church family, for supporting her calling!
If you spend any time around Carol you know that she enjoys preaching and is exceptionally
good at it. And while she enjoys preaching, she loves being a pastor. It is obvious that she
excels in building relationships, has compassion pouring out of her (literally and figurately
most weeks!), and leads out of a servant’s
heart. We are incredibly blessed to have
her as our Downtown Pastor and to serve
First Church at-large too.
Congratulations, Carol!
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